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New biomarkers for oral cancers in TaiwanAfter reading the two articles “Expression of vascular
endothelial growth factor is significantly associated with
progression and prognosis of oral squamous cell carci-
nomas in Taiwan” and “Increased placenta growth factor
mRNA level is significantly associated with progression,
recurrence and poor prognosis of oral squamous cell
carcinoma” recently published in the Journal of the
Formosan Medical Association, I realized that vascular
endothelial growth factor and placenta growth factor may
be the two new biomarkers for cigarette smoking and
betel quid chewing-related oral squamous cell carcinomas
(OSCCs) in Taiwan.1,2 Checking PubMed, I also found a new
biomarker of SRC protein that is also associated with
the progression, recurrence, and prognosis of OSCCs in
Taiwan.3 In addition, there is an interesting review article
“Potential biomarkers for the cytologic diagnosis of oral
squamous cell carcinoma”. In a section “biomarkers for
oral cancers in Taiwan” in that article, there are more
than 20 biomarkers that have been studied by immuno-
histochemistry in OSCCs arising form Taiwanese patients
in the past 2 decades.4 I think that if the readers can read
these four articles, they will have an overall under-
standing on more than 20 potential biomarkers for
prediction of progression, recurrence, and prognosis of
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